TRANSITION
" First tremor recorded at Kew, as the bank manager
said to his morning signature."
Golly continued to strut up and down the quarter
deck behind the counter.
"And the ramble through the new-mown hay.
Titti fol lol 1"
I told him my good news. He recovered his
thought before it had time to mark a faint qualification
of his pleasure on his face. He might be my first
patient, after all. Perhaps the medical virtue had
no more gone out of me than out of Weary's young
skate.
"And you're a doctor now, fully fledged and
qualified ? Well, well, can you beat that ? And I
suppose it's the same way with the other boys ?
Comin' and goin', comin' and goin'; and what's to
prevent it ?" he inquired of himself. " Well, it's
me that wishes you well !"
The till caught his eye; he went to it and from an
interior drawer drew out something wrapped in tissue
paper. He undid it and pressed it into my palm
and shook my hand with both of his.
" I hope it's your first fee. It will bring you luck.
It's a spade guinea."
Hastily I assured him that it was my first fee and
that he was my first patient. He seemed gratified
and relieved.
" Talking of fees, did ye ever hear what Surgeon
McArdle said to the millionaire ? He had been
attending him for a broken thigh for three months
when the millionaire, a hunting man near Mul-
lingar, put his hand under the pillow and handed
the surgeon a cheque for 75 guineas. Mac looks at
it. ' I'd smoke it before breakfast,' sez he. ' Make
it a monkey !' " We laughed at the magnificence of
Surgeon McArdle.
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